
Rachel Martha Northcross was born on September 7, 1923, in Beaufort County, 
South Carolina, to the late Nathan and Rosetta J. Simmons. She moved to New York 
City as an adult to build a new life. In December of 1951, she was united in holy 
matrimony to her husband, Johnny Northcross. For most of her life, Rachel worked in 
New York’s historic garment industry as a skilled seamstress, using her hands and cre-
ativity to provide for her family. Her spirit of service did not stop at retirement. She 
continued to work part-time for many years as a certified home attendant, bringing 
comfort, dignity, and care to those who needed it most. 
 
Granny as she was affectionately called by her grandchildren, lived a long, fruit-
ful, and vibrant life. She loved traveling, exploring the world, and attending social 
functions surrounded by her family and friends. She was preceded in death by her 
children, Robert Lee Simmons and Helen J. Northcross. 
 
She peacefully made her transition on July 6, 2026, at the remarkable age of 102. 
She is survived by a host of grandchildren, great grandchildren, nephews, nieces and 
dear friends.
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