
PSALM 23 

The LORD is my shepherd, I 

shall not want. He maketh me to 

lie down in green pastures; He 

leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul; He leadeth 

me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art 

with me;  thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table 

before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou anointest my head with 

oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 

the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

Acknowledgements of  Gratitude 

The family of Denise Cooper extends our heartfelt gratitude for the kindness, 
support, and sympathy shown to us during this time of profound sorrow. Your 
kindness and care have brought us comfort in our most difficult moments. We 
extend our heartfelt thanks to Benta’s Funeral Home for their compassionate 
and dignified services. 

Denise Cooper 

Home Going Memorial Service  

In Loving Memory 

Sunrise 
February 10, 1971 

Sunset 
December 12, 2025 

Saturday, January 31, 2026  -  11AM 

Benta’s Funeral Home, Inc. 
630 St Nicolas Avenue, New York, NY 10033 



Prelude…………………………………………..……….…...Comfort Music 

Processional……………………………….….Music by Min. Kenny Swindell 
Officiating……Pastor Phil Johnson, Christian Comm, Deliverance Ctr. CCDC 

Musical Selection… …..Tarsha Swindell, Tushana Snypes & Roberta Johnson 

Scripture Reading 

Old Testament: Psalm 19:1-11………………..……….…...Lady Jean Johnson 

New Testament: 2 Corinthians 1:1-7……………..….………...Anthea Walker 
Prayer of Comfort….. ……………………..…..Elder Thomas W. Johnson IV 

Music……………………………………..……….... By Min. Kenny Swindell 
Reflections/Stories of Denise……………….……..…...….Family & Friends 
                                                                                                          (2 minutes)  

Cards & Condolences/Acknowledgement……....Dr. Camille Serrano, Ed.D. 
Obituary…………………………...………………………...….Linda Johnson 

Musical Selection…....…Tarsha Swindell, Tushana Snypes & Roberta Johnson 

Eulogy………..Pastor Phil Johnson, Christian Comm, Deliverance Ctr. CCDC 

Benediction & Closing Prayer……………...…….……...Pastor Phil Johnson 

 

 

Denise Cooper was born on February 10, 1971, to Lucille Cooper and Leslie 

Matthew Cooper. She began her education at CES 90 Elementary School, 

then continued to CES 82 Junior High School, and later attended Martin 

Luther King High School.  Denise briefly studied criminal law at John Jay 

College of Criminal Justice, but her true passion was to become a veterinari-

an, inspired by her deep love for animals (especially her cats Sparkle, Cinna-

mon and Pepper) and the unconditional affection they give. 

Denise went on to dedicate over twenty-six years of loyal service to Mar-

shalls and TJ Maxx combined where she worked faithfully and diligently 

until her passing. 

In 2009, Denise wholeheartedly embraced her faith, receiving the Lord as 
her personal savior and the Holy Spirit—a transformative moment that  

Order Of  Service 

Obituary 

filled her life with unwavering peace and strength. Her spiritual journey 

became a beacon of comfort and guidance, shaping every step she took. 

Denise often shared her profound connection with God, saying: “I talk to 
God and God talks to me. You have to speak to Him like you speak to any-

one, and He will answer you.” Her words reflect the depth of her devotion 

and the grace that brightened her path. 

Denise was celebrated for her vibrant personality and joyful spirit—she tru-

ly was the life of the party. Though she did not have children of her own, 

she embraced her role as an aunt with love and devotion, cherishing every 

moment spent with her nieces and nephews. She welcomed their friends as 

family as well, often saying, “I want my place to be a place where the kids 
can come and be free to be themselves.” Her home became a haven where 

the younger generation could gather, feel safe, and express themselves 

openly. 

Denise liked to make people happy and would do anything for anyone 

within her power, never asking for anything in return. She was known for 

her remarkable ability to care for others and to face life’s challenges with 
strength and grace. She had a passion for fashion and took pride in her ap-

pearance, always keeping up with the latest urban trends and music. Her 

vibrant style reflected the energy and joy she carried throughout her life, 

leaving a lasting impression on all who knew her. 

Denise is preceded in death by her father, Leslie Matthew Cooper; her sis-

ters, Evelyn Fisher-Cooper, Lillian Forman, Joan McCoy-Cooper and Adell 

Rudy Reid; and her brothers, Arnold Parker and Joseph Stewart. 

Denise leaves to cherish her memory her beloved mother, Lucille Cooper; 

her sisters, Sheila Cooper, Angela Cooper (John), Lady Jean Johnson (Phil), 

Patricia Cooper-Small, Stephine Cooper, Marion Stewart-Bradshaw (Jeff) 

and Sharon Hall (Daryl); and her brothers, Kerry Cooper (Gloria), Lester 

Cooper, Michael Cooper, M.D. (Anthea), and David Stewart (Doreen). 

Denise is also survived by her fiancé of six years, James Russell, thirty niec-

es and nephews, a multitude of great nieces and great nephews, three god-

children and a host of extended family and friends who will forever hold her 

    in their hearts. 


