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 Our family wishes to extend our profound and sincere gratitude for the 

outpouring of love, support, and prayers during this difficult time. Through our 
cherished memories,  MELVIN will live on in our hearts forever. May we continue 

to celebrate his life by living freely and with gratitude every single day that we 
have the ability to take a breath.

I’d like the memory of me to be a happy one.

I’d like to leave an afterglow of smiles when life is done.

I’d like to leave an echo whispering softly down the ways,

Of happy times and laughing times and bright and sunny days.

I’d like the tears of those who grieve, to dry before the sun;

Of happy memories that I leave when life is done.

- Helen Lowrie Marshall
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Melvin Phillip (aka Brim), son of Daniel Phillip and Esther Phillip-Strahan was 
born on September 7, 1947 in San Juan, Trinidad. He was the father of Melvin, Curtis 
(deceased) and Tanyshia Phillip, brother of Myrna Worrell, Martin Phillip and many 
others. The uncle of Hilton Jr., Kevin and Melissa Worrell and had many extended 
family members. He fell asleep in death on March 30, 2026.

Melvin migrated to St. Thomas in 1967 and after he was recruited in the United 
States Army. He continued his education at Medgar Evers College and received 
a BA degree and then attended The New School University to obtain a Masters 
degree. Throughout his career he worked with the Federal Government as a Veteran 
Counselor and then went to the Department of Homeland Security as a United States 
Customs and Border patrol officer.

He had special relationships with his children, in particular his eldest son, his 
namesake, who remembers him as a great man, who had a lot of love for his family 
and friends. 

Melvin was well versed on culture and politics. He would spend hours on the phone 
with his son discussing various topics, from family, politics, music or just gossip.

Melvin enjoyed going to work with his colleagues. He told great stories of what went 
on at work. In the city of Elizabeth, where he resided, he was well known. From 
the local business man to homeless people on the streets, he was well respected in 
the community. Whenever he entered a restaurant, he was like the character Norm 
from the TV show Cheers, everyone knew his name. All you heard was “Hello, Mel” 
throughout the restaurant. 

Melvin liked to dress and he would make his own clothes. When he would go out he 
looked like Dapper Dan. He was a serious guy who loved music. 

He would help everyone and made sure they were good. He was reserved and kept to 
himself, similarly to his son Curtis. They are together now, watching over us.

Melvin will be missed for many reasons, including the long conversations he had on 
Sundays with his son, the Christmas dinners and the advice he shared about life with 
his children.

Left to mourn his passing, his loving children, Melvin and Tanyshia, his ex-wife, 
Angela Applewhite, his home attendant, Marva Weir, his aunts, Joyce Pierre and 
Bernice Moses, his uncles, Emanuel and Carlyle Rose, his cousins, Rosanna Martin 
and Margaret Tyson and a host of family and relatives including the Rose and Phillip 
families.
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