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The Divine Shepherd Psalm 23
The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside still waters;
He restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 
For His Name’s sake.
Even though I walk through 
the darkest valley, I fear no evil;
For you are with me;
Your rod and Your staff- they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies,
You anoint my head with oil;
My cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
All the days of my life.
And I shall dwell in the house of 
the Lord My whole life long.

[Psalm 23;1-6; NRSV]
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support, and prayers during this difficult time. Through our cherished memories, 

MARIE VIRGINIE will live on in our hearts forever. May we continue to celebrate her life 

by living freely and with gratitude every single day that we have the ability to take a breath. 

  



Obituary

MARIE VIRGINIE LAND was born on March 4, 1931, in Bainet, Haiti, to 
Lormilus Land and Cherizane Marcelin. She was known throughout her life 
by her middle name, Virginie, the name by which her family, friends, and 
community knew and loved her.

Virginie married Anoal Abricak Gedeon and began building her family in 
Haiti. Their children included daughters Geordana, Elna, and Pauline, and 
sons Peguerot and his twin brother. Virginie experienced the heartbreaking loss 
of two of her children early in life: Peguerot’s twin brother, who passed away 
shortly after birth, and Pauline, who passed away as a young child. She went on 
to raise Geordana, Elna, and Peguerot in Haiti before the family eventually made 
their way to the United States.

More than 50 years ago, Virginie began a new chapter in New York City, making 
Upper West Harlem her longtime home. Her children eventually joined her in 
the United States, but Virginie never lost her connection to Haiti. For many years, 
she returned nearly every year, until traveling became increasingly difficult.

Virginie was deeply devoted to her faith and a dedicated member of her church. 
Her faith remained a source of strength and an important part of her life 
throughout the years.

Those who knew Virginie knew that she was unmistakably herself—sassy, 
stubborn, fiercely independent, and a woman who knew exactly what she 
wanted. She had strong opinions, a strong will, and a personality that could not 
easily be forgotten.

Above all, Virginie treasured her family. She was a beloved sister, mother, 
grandmother, and great-grandmother whose many grandchildren cherished 
her company and especially loved gathering around the food she prepared. Her 
cooking became part of the memories and traditions that brought her family 
together.

Virginie also shared an especially close bond with her sister, whom she 
affectionately called “Madame Bernard.” Her sister’s passing years ago was a 
profound loss for Virginie and a reflection of just how deeply connected the two 
sisters had been.

Virginie passed away on August 3, 2026, at the age of 95, leaving behind a life that 
stretched from Bainet to Harlem and a legacy rooted in faith, family, strength, 
and tradition.

Order of Service
Chant d’entrée / Entrance

“Heureux lui”

Liturgie de la Parole / Liturgy of the Word

The First Reading

Wisdom 3:1-9 (will be in English)

Psaume / Psalm

Refrain. - Lord, In your dwelling, all peace, all joy!

La Seconde Lecture / The Second Reading

Romains 5, 6b-11 (will be in French)

Gospel Acclamation / Acclamation of the Gospel:
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Evangile / Gospel

Homélie / Homily

Prière Universelle / Prayer of the Faithful

In your kingdom, remember us, Lord. Remember us.

Liturgie eucharistique / Liturgy of the Eucharist

Offertoire / Offertory

“Ave Maria” (Schubert)

Sanctus

Anamnèse / Mystery of Faith

Amen and the Lord’s Prayer

Agnus Dei

Communion

“You are my shepherd, O Lord” - “If the sea rages

Éloge funèbre/ Eulogy

Absolved (Answer for the deceased) / Commendation

“Sur le Seuil de Sa Maison” (“At the Threshold of His House”)

Exit/ Recessional

“Brothers, Don’t Cry”
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