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I Must Go
I must go, don’t weep for me,

For I have finally won the victory,

Don’t look upon me and be sad,

Let your heart rejoice and be glad

For I have finally won the race

And I am gone to a better place.

With new strength and courage I must hurry on

And the burdens of life seem far beyond;

Now the children have grown and gone their way

And the angels called me on that day…

But with blessings from my God above

I feel so filled with His eternal love.
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support, and prayers during this difficult time. Through our cherished memories, 

LERLEAN will live on in our hearts forever. May we continue to celebrate her life by living 

freely and with gratitude every single day that we have the ability to take a breath. 
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Obituary

LERLEAN TABORN was born on December 2, 1923, to the late Irvin 
Burnside and Sarah (Ware) Burnside. Lerlean Taborn was the fourth 
of 11 children, all of whom preceded Lerlean in death. Lerlean Taborn 
was born in Greenville, South Carolina, in Simpsonville County. She 
departed this life into the arms of her loving Savior on July 16, 2026, at 
6:45 am in New York City. 

Lerlean’s early childhood was spent in Simpsonville, South Carolina. 
At the age of 6, her parents moved to Detroit, Michigan. Lerlean 
moved to New York City at the tender age of 14 with her sister Jean, 
where she became gainfully employed as a domestic worker. A job that 
she loved, making someone’s house a home.

Lerlean Taborn was married on May 5, 1947, to James Taborn. From 
this union, three children were born: Larry, Ruby, and Deborah Taborn. 
Lerlean Taborn worked as a domestic worker for over 67 years and 
also volunteered at Our Lady of Esperanza Catholic Church, which 
she enjoyed doing. Lerlean loved Our Lady of Esperanza Catholic 
Church, where she was a faithful member for many years. Lerlean 
loved to travel to see the world she read about.  

She leaves to mourn her son, Larry (Ronnie), and her daughter, Deborah. 
Ruby, who preceded her in death. Her grandchildren, Venisia Bland 
and Darshana Taborn; Tonya, Tasha, Tamika, Shaniqua, Akeem; 
great-grandchildren, Jessica Green, Jorrell, Jimanni Bland; a host 
of great-great-grandchildren; and King, whom he called her Grand 
Mama.
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