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When Great Trees Fall

When great trees fall, rocks on distant hills shudder,
lions hunker down in tall grasses,

and even elephant slumber after safety.
When great trees fall in forests, small things recoil into silence,

their senses eroded beyond fear.
When great souls die, the air around us becomes light, rare, sterile.

We breathe, briefly. Our eyes, briefly, see with a hurtful clarity.
Our memory, suddenly sharpened, examines,

gnaws on kind words unsaid, promised walks never taken.
Great souls die and our reality, bound to them, takes leave of us.
Our souls, dependent upon their nurture, now shrink, wizened.
Our minds, formed and informed by their radiance, fall away.

We are not so much maddened as reduced to the
unutterable ignorance of dark, cold caves.

And when great souls die, after a period peace blooms,
slowly and always irregularly.

Spaces fill with a kind of soothing electric vibration.
Our senses, restored, never to be the same, whisper to us.

They existed. They existed.
We can be. Be and be better.

For they existed. Carol Ann Taylor
Sunrise: November 29, 1947  -  Sunset: May 4, 2026
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Our family wishes to extend our profound and sincere gratitude for the outpouring of love, 

support, and prayers during this difficult time. Through our cherished memories, 

CAROL will live on in our hearts forever. May we continue to celebrate her life by living 

freely and with gratitude every single day that we have the ability to take a breath. 

  



Obituary
Carol Taylor departed this life on May 4, 2026, surrounded by the love of family and friends. 
She will be remembered for her warmth, kindness, strength, and the joy she brought to all 
who knew her.

Born on July 29, 1947, in Manhattan, New York, Carol lived a life rooted in love, family, 
friendship, education, and community. She was known for her beautiful spirit, caring heart, 
and her remarkable ability to make others feel welcomed, valued, and encouraged.

Carol deeply cherished time spent with family and loved ones. In her younger years, she 
enjoyed socializing, attending parties, fashion, and dressing beautifully. She loved the beach, 
traveling, and especially visiting Martha’s Vineyard. She enjoyed arts and crafts and often 
made homemade greeting cards for loved ones to celebrate special occasions.

Carol also had a special love for animals and rescued her beloved Shiba Inu, Foxy, whom she 
cared for and adored for over 13 years. She loved taking rides with her longtime partner, Tony, 
and Foxy, going out to eat, watching movies, cooking for loved ones, listening to Motown 
music, and staying connected through long phone conversations.

She enjoyed crossword puzzles and faithfully watched programs such as Jeopardy!, Wheel of 
Fortune, 25 Words or Less, and The Price Is Right. She was also very active on social media, 
especially Facebook and Instagram, where she maintained close relationships with family, 
friends, former students, and colleagues.

Above all else, Carol lived for teaching. Education was not simply her profession — it was 
her calling. She loved her students deeply and was known for her patience, compassion, 
organization, and unwavering commitment to helping young people build better futures for 
themselves.

Carol attended Mother Cabrini High School before earning her undergraduate degree from 
City College of New York, Class of 1979. She later earned her Master’s Degree in Education 
from Columbia University’s Teachers College, specializing in reading comprehension and 
grammar.

Carol dedicated over 25 years to educating New York City students as a Reading Specialist in 
both elementary and junior high schools. Later in her career, she worked as a tutor at Harlem 
Children’s Zone from 2008–2017, helping support children and families through one of New 
York City’s most impactful educational and community organizations.

She leaves to cherish her memory: her beloved son, Erik Taylor of Harlem, NY; her devoted 
partner of 35 years, Anthony Hart;  his daughters, Joanne (“Joey”) and Brianna, and 
granddaughter Sydney; Tony’s sisters, Monica, Mavis, and Sienna; her younger sister, Jean 
Brodnax of Canton, MA; her niece and nephew, Brooke and Jonathan Bowzer, and great-
nephew Dana Williams, all of Boston, MA; along with a host of extended family members, 
dear friends, colleagues, and adoring former students.

Carol was preceded in death by her parents, Curtis and Olga Brodnax; her older brother, 
Raymond Roberts; and her younger sister, Gail Brodnax.

Though she is no longer with us in person, Carol’s love, kindness, and legacy will remain in 
our hearts forever.
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Organ Prelude

Invocation

Musical Selection

“His Eye Is On The Sparrow”

Scripture Reading

Prayer of Comfort
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“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
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Family & Friends

(Two Minutes Please) 

Obituary Reading

Musical Selection

“Wind Beneath My Wings”

Eulogy

Committal & Benediction

Recessional


