CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
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Don’t grieve for me for now I'm free,
I'm following the path God laid for me.
1 took his hand when I heard Him call,
I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day,

To laugh, to love, to work or play
Tasks left undone must stay that way,
T've found that peace at the close of day.

If my parting has left a void,

Then fill it with remembered joy.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Ah yes, these things I too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,

1 wish for you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My life’s been full, I've savored much,

Good friends, good times, my loved one’s touch.

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. .
Lift up your heart and share with me, W (_W

God wanted me now, He set me free.
SUNRISE: DECEMBER 17, 1926 - SUNSET: JANUARY 16, 2026
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The family of BERNICE BLACHE WYATT wishes to express their deep

appreciation and sincere thanks for all acts of kindness shown to them
during their time of bereavement. Perhaps you sent a lovely card, a floral % W

spray, spoke the kindest words, or sat quietly in a chair; whatever you did

to console our hearts, we thank you so very much whatever the part. Saturday, January 24, 2026 ¢ 1:00 P.M.
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BERNICE WYATT was born December 17, 1926 in New Orleans, Louisiana,
to parents Oscar and Vivian Blache. She and her sister attended St. Mary’s
Academy in the French Quarter. She subsequently attended Xavier University
of New Orleans, where she majored in music and minored in Math. There
she met her future husband, Kelley Wyatt, who became an accomplished
vocal coach and accompanist. After college, Bernice spent two years living in
Miami, where she worked as a band teacher and led the high school marching
band—an uncommon accomplishment for women to do at that time.

Bernice then moved to New York, got married, and spent her career teaching
middle school math and music in Harlem. At the same time, she also served
as the schools’ treasurer for many years. Bernice was a devoted teacher, who
went to school before the start of the school day to tutor students in math,
and who encouraged her music students to audition for a specialized high
school, Music and Art, aka the Fame School. She touched and inspired many
students, some of whom have kept in touch with her and are in attendance
for the service today.

Bernice had many interests and talents. She loved to drive, and took time out
each summer to drive her two children to New Orleans and Arkansas to visit
their grandparents. Both of her children studied piano and violin, and as a
retiree Bernice also took piano lessons. Throughout her life, Bernice enjoyed
sewing, reading, and cooking, and got asked by many of her friends and her
husband’s students, when they might get invited over for a good New Orleans
dinner. Bernice also loved watching sports, especially the NY teams, and even
at the tender age of 99, continued to follow tennis on the Tennis Channel and
do crossword puzzles and other word games in the daily newspaper.

Bernice is survived by her son Stephen and his spouse Andrew, daughter
Sylvia Cazenave, son in-law Noel Cazenave; grandchildren Devon and
Veronica Lawson, several great-grandchildren, and other loving relatives
and friends.




