
  

EUGENE (“GENE”) L. ARMSTRONG was born in the Bronx, New York on 01 April 1945, to Neville L. and Rita E. Blackman Armstrong.  He was the younger of 
two children, his sister being Yvonne W. Armstrong.  Gene grew up with his family in an apartment on Union Avenue before his parents became homeowners in 1951 on 
Findlay Avenue, also in the Bronx.  After about a decade, he moved with his parents to their next home, further north in the Bronx.  For a time, he lived in an apartment 
at the Fort Independence area of the Bronx, but later returned to his parents’ home.  Subsequently, he moved to Putnam County, New York and split his time between 
there and Florida.

Gene attended local elementary and junior high schools, and William Howard Taft High School, where he also later taught mathematics.  After graduating high school early, Gene attended the 
City College of New York, where he obtained both bachelor’s and master’s degrees, and taught mathematics in the New York City Public School System.  He briefly taught at the junior high 
school level prior to teaching at Taft High School, but concluded his teaching career at John F. Kennedy High School, where he taught for several years.  In addition to his mathematics teachings, 
Gene’s students would remember him for his wit, words of wisdom, and life lessons.  He was very particular about using correct grammar and proper decorum, and he would highlight when 
his students and others went astray.  But, he also demonstrated generosity with his students.  For many years, he treated groups of his high-achieving students to dinner at local restaurants, and 
many of those students went on to successful careers.  Even years later when he encountered former students in passing, he would remember them and they expressed how he positively impacted 
their lives.

Work was not the only activity to occupy Gene’s time.  Early in life, he was active in the church for many years.  He served on the vestry with his aunt, Edna Blackman Jordan, at Saint Ambrose 
Episcopal Church in Harlem, at which he was confirmed, served as an altar boy, later served as a member of the Civic Society, and served in many other capacities.  He also attended the Bronx 
Gospel Hall.  Similarly to his mother, Gene played the piano.  Whether while playing hymns on the piano or listening to hymns during services on the radio, he would jubilantly sing along.  
Although he did not regularly attend church later in life, his faith remained very important to him.

Family was also very important to Gene.  He was especially devoted to the women in his family, to include his mother, grandmother Edna Pollard Blackman, aunt Edna, aunt Lorna Smith, and 
his sister Yvonne.  In addition to regular visits, he would provide support and assistance.  Examples include handling his mother’s business affairs to ease her burden, and taking an extended leave 
of absence from work to provide care, as her health declined; assisting his grandmother Edna with her business affairs during the latter portion of her life, to relieve her of the effort and concern; 
and working tirelessly to ensure that his sister Yvonne received the retirement benefits to which she was entitled, when she was not able to manage the bureaucratic processes.

Gene had a phenomenal memory, and he became the de facto family historian. In addition to travelling to Barbados several times throughout his life and visiting multiple family members on the 
island, he also took a sabbatical to research his family and meet distant relatives on many other Caribbean Islands.  Starting as a child, he would specifically speak to the “old people” to learn about 
their lives, family relations, and family history.  As a result, he knew more about the members of and relationships between family tree branches than most of the members of those branches.  He 
was a singular source for the family history of many families.

Never at a loss for words, Gene was a great conversationalist and had a unique sense of humor.  Conversations with him could last for hours, with topics ranging from local events to happenings 
in the world.  When asked how he was doing at the beginning of a call, he would typically respond with, “holding on by the grace of God, one second at a time.”  At the end of a conversation, he 
would often conclude with, “right-oh.”  Additionally, while conveying a message or making a point, he might include an adage such as “live below your means and within your needs,” “the person 
is alright in their own way, but they don’t weigh much,” “high wind knows where old house stands,” “homie don’t play that,” and “what didn’t catch you may not have passed you.”

Remaining a bachelor, he lived his life exactly as he wanted. Despite recommendations from others to take one action or another, he would make it clear that he will do what he wants to do and 
it is no one else’s concern.  Although timeliness may have been a challenge at times, he was always well-meaning.  As age and health concerns increased, his level of activity naturally diminished.  
However, his mind remained sharp and his voice was still strong.  He will be missed greatly.

Gene is survived by: his nephew, Andre Armstrong, wife Joan Beckett-Armstrong, and their son Andre Armstrong II; and first cousins Alfred Stuart, Adzil Stuart, Sylvan Christopher (“Chris”) 
Jordan, Julie Jordan-Rand, Sylvan Anthony (“Tony”) Blackman, and many cousins and friends here in the United States and Barbados, West Indies.

Gene is preceded in death by: his parents Neville and Rita Armstrong; sister Yvonne Armstrong; aunts Liota Smith, Asenath Smith, Lorna Smith, Elsie (Smith) Stuart, Edna Blackman Jordan; 
and uncle Sylvan Ashton Blackman.

The viewing will be held on 06 February 2025 at Benta’s Funeral Home in New York, New York from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., and the funeral will be held on 07 February 2025 at the Cathedral 
Church of Saint John the Divine, New York, New York at 9:00 a.m., with a viewing at the Chapel of Saint Ansgar starting at 8:30 a.m.  Internment will be at Mount Hope Cemetery in Hastings-
on-Hudson, New York.
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