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Hrrie Cfuth

Date of Birth: February 19, 1934

Date of Death: January 27,2026
s

Tuesday, February 17, 2026, 11:00 AM
The Abyssinian Baptist Church
132 Odell Clark Place
NY,NY 10030
Rev. Dr. KevinR. Johnson




"Thave fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith,"
2Timothy 4:7 (KJV)

Annie Ruth Pinkey was born on February 19, 1934, in Warrenton, North
Carolina, to Helen and Eddie Pinkney Sr. She was the eldest of six
children. She learned early the values of faith, education, hard work, and
perseverance; these are principles that guided her throughout her life.

She left the family farm to attend Shaw University. After a year, she
decided to marry Alphonso Alfredo Petrus. Annie Petrus and Alphonso
Petrus lived in Harlem and were blessed with two daughters, Deborah
Yvonne and Victoria Ann. The marriage ended and he preceded her in
death. Annie devoted herself fully torearing her daughters with
strength, resilience, and unwavering love. Her role as a mother was
central to her life and remained one of her greatest sources of pride.

Her commitment to education shaped both her personal and
professional journey. With a lifelong determination and a deep interest
in learning, she built a distinguished record of scholarly achievements.
After working in New York as an X-ray technologist for anumber of
years, she returned to North Carolina in the late 60’s to complete her
Bachelor's degree at Shaw University. Annie Ruth earned her Bachelor of
Arts in Community Relationships in 1970.

In 1975, she went on to earn her Master’s degree in Health Policy,
Planning, and Administration from New York University. She dedicated
more than 25 years to the healthcare field, serving with distinction as an
X-ray technologist, health administrator, and unit manager at
Downstate Medical Center in Brooklyn, New York. Her work reflected a
steadfast dedication to excellence, leadership, and service to others.

Atthe age of 50, she answered the LORD’s call with courage and
obedience, changing careers to join the New York City Department of
Education. She was a special education teacher instructing children with
autism. This transition required her to return to graduate school, where
Annie Ruth earned a second advanced degree: a Master’s of Science in
Special Education from Long Island University in 1989.



She retired from the New York City Department of Education in 1999,
leaving a lasting impact on students, families, and colleagues. During
this season of change, she was united in marriage to Ruben H. Mack,
Esq. He preceded her in death in July 2005.

After her retirement, Annie Ruth embraced her love of travel, visiting
destinations around the world including Dubai, South Africa, Australia,
Brazil, Israel, England, and the Caribbean. She was blessed to experience
six of the seven continents, creating cherished memories through her
journeys. As an avid cruiser, she joyfully embarked on more than 25
voyages across the seas.

Following the passing of Ruben H. Mack, she once again leaned on her
unwavering faith, which remained a consistent and sustaining forcein
herlife. Inresponse, God blessed her with love and companionship
when she met Forrest C. Murphy. They married in May 2013 and shared a
vibrantlove for traveling and enjoying each other. In 2021, they joined
Abyssinian Baptist Church. There they attended services, tithed
faithfully, gave cheerfully, and she served with the prayer band. Forrest
C. Murphy proceeded her in death in April 2023.

In addition to pursuing a professional career, she was an active and
devoted member of Canaan Baptist Church for over 40 years. There she
continued to grow in her faith and lived her life ina way that was
pleasing to the LORD. During her retirement Annie Ruth also
volunteered in New York City hospitals and received the “Volunteer of
The Year Award” in April 2008 from St. Luke’s Hospital.

Annie Ruth loved to celebrate her family’s accomplishments, great and
small. She was very proud of her children, grandchildren, and great
granddaughter. Her pride and support extended to her nieces, nephews,
and cousins. She was steadfastly present at graduations, weddings,
birthday parties, and more. She famously said, "If you don’t want me to
come, don’tinvite me.”



Annie Ruth had a vivacious personality, an eye for fashion, and
prioritized “looking good.” She was known for hosting a good party,
filling the environment with warmth and hospitality. Annie Ruth
expressed that her 9oth birthday was one of her best. She was elegant
and full of life. She was a good friend, confidante to many, and was
known as a woman of wisdom; she made a friend everywhere she went
and many of those friendships were long lasting.

Annie Ruth Petrus transitioned to be with the Lord on January 27, 2026,
atthe age of 91. She was preceded in death by her parents: Helen and
Eddie Pinkney Sr., as well as her siblings: Ethel Louise Faison, Lloyd
Pinkney, and Eddie "Brother" Pinkney Jr.

She leaves to cherish her memory, her beloved daughters, Deborah
“Debbie” (Raimundo)Petrus-Torrence and Victoria “Vickie” (Melvin)
Taylor; her surviving sisters, Edna Mae Rodwell and Evelyn Jamison; her
grandchildren, Samantha Tolliver, Edward Tolliver, Rahima
(Christopher) Robinson, and Amirah Torrence; her great-
granddaughter, Lia Sky Twyman; a host of nieces and nephews, friends,
colleagues, and her Abyssinian church family.
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In tears we saw you sinking-

and watched you fade away.
Our hearts were almost broken,
we wanted you to stay.

But when we saw you sleeping
So peaceful -free from pain-
How could we wish you back again
To sutfer- that- again?

It broke our hearts to lose you.
But you did not go alone
For part of us went with you
The day GOD took you HOME.

-Author Unknown
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Proverbs 31: 25-30 KJV
25 Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to
come.
26 She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of
kindness.
27 She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the
bread of idleness.
28 Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he
praiseth her.
29 Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all.
30 Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the
Lord, she shall be praised.

Repast
Following the Homegoing Service
The Vestry-Abyssinian Baptist Church

Internment
Calverton National Cemetery
Wading River, New York

Professional Services and Comforts By:
Benta’s Funeral Home
630 St Nicholas Ave.
New York, NY 10030

Flower Arrangement By:
Floral Expression of Harlem




In lieu of flowers for Mrs. Annie Ruth Petrus,
please make your checks out to:

Richmond Metropolitan Chapter
The Charmettes, Inc.

PO Box 9301

Richmond, VA 23227

In the note:
In memory of Mrs. Annie Ruth Petrus



